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1. U.S. Sees Regional Dynamic in Mideast Protests (01-27-2011) 
  

By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington — The Obama administration says there is a regional dynamic under way in the 

Middle East and North Africa as younger populations seeking better opportunities are voicing their 

protests in the streets, and it urges governments in the region to ―actively respond‖ to the concerns 

of the protesters.  

 

The January 14 ouster of former Tunisian President Zine el Abidine Ben Ali has been watched 

across the region, State Department spokesman Philip J. Crowley said January 27, and it is ―an 

important moment‖ for governments to ―take advantage of this opportunity to expand their dialogue 

with their populations and respond to the aspirations of their people.‖ 

 

In the wake of Tunisia‘s political changes, anti-government protests also have erupted in Egypt and 

Yemen. Crowley said people across the region are drawing lessons from Tunisia‘s example. 

 

―It has created an opportunity. It's an opportunity that presents itself in Egypt. It's an opportunity 

that presents itself in Yemen. And … we believe that governments need to take advantage of this 

opportunity,‖ he said.  

 

The United States is ―giving Egypt and other countries our best advice,‖ but ―it's not up to us to 

determine who in the future will lead the people of Egypt. That is a choice for the people of Egypt,‖ 

he said. 
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Crowley urged calm, saying the changes protesters seek, such as credible and peaceful elections in 

Tunisia, require ―a peaceful environment.‖ He said the United States is looking for ways to help the 

Tunisian people ―build a credible process‖ and have the ―opportunity to influence their future.‖ 

 

The unrest reinforces Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton‘s January 13 message to the 

Forum of the Future in Qatar where she highlighted the growing majority of young people in the 

Middle East who are facing diminished job and economic opportunities, Crowley said. 

 

Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen and other countries in the region ―face similar demographic challenges — 

young populations, highly educated, very motivated, looking for jobs, looking for opportunities, and 

quite honestly, frustrated by, depending on the country, what they see as a lack of opportunity,‖ he 

said. 

 

The ―status quo in the Middle East and North Africa is not sustainable,‖ and it is important for 

countries in the region to ―reform and evolve,‖ he said. 

 

―We want to see political, economic and social reform that opens up the opportunity for Egyptian 

people, just as the people of other countries, to more significantly influence who will lead their 

country in the future and the direction of that country and the opportunities generated in that 

country,‖ Crowley said.  

 

Even though the United States clearly is encouraging reforms, ―what the government does and how 

they do it and on what timeline, that is a matter … for the government to work with its own 

population,‖ he said.  

 

―What happens going forward will be something that develops indigenously, country by country,‖ 

he said. 

 

In his January 25 State of the Union address, President Obama said the protests in Tunisia proved to 

be ―more powerful than the writ of a dictator,‖ and said the United States ―stands with the people of 

Tunisia, and supports the democratic aspirations of all people.‖ 

 

Secretary of State Clinton said January 26 that her message to Arab government, civil society and 

business leaders in Qatar was that ―people across the Middle East, like people everywhere, are 

seeking a chance to contribute and have a role in the decisions that affect their lives.‖ 

 

She echoed the president‘s support for the democratic aspirations of people everywhere. 

 

―The United States supports the aspirations of all people for greater freedom, for self-government, 

for the rights to express themselves, to associate and assemble, to be part of the full, inclusive 

functioning of their society,‖ she said. 

 

 

2. Inauguration of Afghan Parliament a “Significant Milestone” (01-27-2011) 
 

Washington — The Obama administration says the opening of Afghanistan‘s parliament is ―a 

significant milestone‖ for the country‘s democracy and its people and that constructive debate and 

cooperation between President Hamid Karzai and the Afghan legislature demonstrate their 

commitment to ensuring that the will of constituents is carried out and  ―democratic principles are 

prioritized.‖ 
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The Afghan parliament opened on January 26 in Kabul. 

 

―The seating of parliament is a significant milestone in the progression of Afghanistan‘s democracy 

and an extremely important moment for Afghans who bravely cast their votes last September,‖ 

National Security Council spokesman Mike Hammer said in a January 26 statement. 

 

The elections, which were held in September 2010, were the first Afghan-led voting since the fall of 

the Taliban in 2001. Approximately 5 million voters participated to elect members to the Wolesi 

Jerga, Afghanistan‘s 249-member lower house of parliament. 

 

Saying the Obama administration welcomes the inauguration of the parliament, Hammer said the 

United States ―joins the Afghan people in celebrating today‘s achievement and we encourage the 

Afghans to begin an inclusive dialogue on electoral reform.‖ 

 

State Department spokesman Philip J. Crowley commended Afghan voters ―who have steadfastly 

and courageously supported peace and democracy despite tremendous challenges,‖ in a January 26 

statement. 

 

―We look forward to supporting the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan as the 

executive, legislative, and judicial branches work together to advance the priorities of the Afghan 

people,‖ Crowley said.   

 

 

3. Clinton, Jordanian Foreign Minister Judeh After Their Meeting (01-26-2011) 
  

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and Jordanian Foreign Minister Nasser Judeh after their 

meeting. 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Hello, everyone, and welcome to the State Department.  And welcome 

especially to my friend and my colleague the foreign minister, with whom I have had the privilege 

of meeting many times over the last two years to discuss a range of very serious and significant 

issues.   

 

Before I talk about our meeting today, I want to say a word about the protests taking place in Cairo 

and other Egyptian cities.  As we monitor this situation carefully, we call on all parties to exercise 

restraint and refrain from violence.  We support the universal rights of the Egyptian people, 

including the rights to freedom of expression, association, and assembly.  And we urge the Egyptian 

authorities not to prevent peaceful protests or block communications, including on social media 

sites.   

 

We believe strongly that the Egyptian Government has an important opportunity at this moment in 

time to implement political, economic, and social reforms to respond to the legitimate needs and 

interests of the Egyptian people.  The United States is committed to working with Egypt and with 

the Egyptian people to advance such goals.  As I said recently in Doha, people across the Middle 

East, like people everywhere, are seeking a chance to contribute and have a role in the decisions 

that affect their lives.  And as the President said in his State of the Union yesterday night, the 

United States supports the democratic aspirations of all people.  

 

When I was recently in the region, I met with a wide range of civil society groups, and I heard 

firsthand about their ideas, which were aimed at improving their countries, of giving more space 

and voice to the aspirations for the future.  We have consistently raised with the Egyptian 
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Government over many years, as well as other governments in the region, the need for reform and 

greater openness and participation in order to provide a better life, a better future, for the people.   

 

And for me, talking with the foreign minister from Jordan is always a special experience because of 

all the work that is being done in Jordon.  On every occasion when we meet, it reflects our 

longstanding friendship and the mutual goals that we share between Jordanians and Americans.  

And I especially appreciate and respect his counsel.  The United States has had a long, close 

relationship with Jordan for many decades.  We value Jordan‘s guidance in the region, and today we 

spoke at length about many of the issues.   

 

We spoke about Lebanon and expressed our hopes that it will be the people of Lebanon themselves, 

not outside forces, that will sustain the independence and sovereignty of Lebanon.  I know that the 

foreign minister and His Majesty share our concern about peace and stability in the region.  And I 

commend his call for Lebanon to maintain its national unity, security, and stability.   

 

Jordan has developed important relationships with many critical countries and has built a unique 

and respected position as a peace broker among diverse parties.  It was a critical player in the 

creation of the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative, which brought 57 Muslim states together to advocate a 

comprehensive peace between Israel and all Arab states.  Jordanian peacekeeping troops have 

served in far-flung places around the world, including Haiti, Sudan, and Cote d‘Ivoire.  And earlier 

this month, the Jordanian prime minister, accompanied by Foreign Minister Judeh, led the very first 

visit by a head of government to meet with the newly elected government in Iraq. 

 

For both our nations, permanent peace in the Middle East remains our number one priority.  So 

much of our discussion centered on ways to keep working toward a two-state solution that will 

assure security for Israel and realize the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people for a state of 

their own.  Such an agreement, Jordan and the United States believe, will not only bring peace and 

prosperity to those who are directly affected, but it will be a major step toward a world free of 

extremism.  Jordan‘s tireless diplomacy has been, and continues to be, indispensible to this process. 

 

Now, we talked about many other things:  water shortages, rising food and oil prices, the need for 

continuing social and economic reform.  And Jordan has taken crucial steps to do just that.  I was 

very proud to have the foreign minister here when we announced the Millennium Challenge 

Corporation grant.  Jordan met the very high standards of the MCC on these social and political and 

governance indicators.  And that compact committed $275 million for sustainable development, 

jobs, and safe drinking water.  It was a vote of confidence in the path that His Majesty is pursuing.  

And last November, the government invited international observers to monitor its parliamentary 

elections, and these observers declared the process to be peaceful, fair, and transparent. 

 

Jordan is setting a great example, and we are proud to be your partner and your friend.  Sixty years 

of mutual respect, common security interests, and shared values has built a strong and enduring 

relationship, and we continue to look for Jordan to lead further progress in the region as we meet 

the challenges ahead. 

 

Thank you very much, Minister.  

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Thank you very much, Madam Secretary, for your warm words, 

for your friendship, and for the partnership that we enjoy between our two countries.  And it is a 

real pleasure and honor to be here at the State Department again today, and I wish to thank you for 

the warm reception and for the constructive and important talks we had today on peace efforts, 
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regional issues, and our excellent bilateral relations, and ways and means to enhance them and build 

on them. 

 

Middle East peace efforts, as you said, Madam Secretary, are at a crucial juncture.  There is a 

growing and pressing sense of urgency attached to resuming direct negotiations that address all core 

issues of borders, security, Jerusalem, refugees, and water in the very near future, and with an 

appropriate and effective context that guarantees the continuity of those negotiations without 

interruption until they conclude with an agreement that brings about the two-state solution within 

the anticipated 12-month timeframe identified by the Quartet when direct talks resumed on 

September 2nd, 2010. 

 

Secretary Clinton and I discussed the means by which we can resume direct Palestinian-Israeli 

negotiations promptly.  And we both agree that the current stagnation is simply not acceptable and 

also has dangerous repercussions for the security and the stability of the region.  His Majesty the 

King always stresses that the two-state solution is the only solution to the Palestinian-Israeli 

conflict, which is at the heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict.  There are no alternatives to this solution.  

And as His Majesty the King cautions, with changing demography and geography, and with shifting 

political dynamics resulting from settlements and other unilateral measures which are illegal and 

illegitimate and corrosive to peacemaking efforts, the alternative would be devastating to the whole 

region.   

 

Jordan firmly believes that for the Middle East and the world to enjoy stability, prosperity, and 

security, the two-state solution must transpire, whereby an independent, sovereign, viable, and 

territorially contiguous Palestinian state emerges on the ‗67 lines with East Jerusalem as its capital, 

living side by side in peace and security with all the countries of the region, including Israel, within 

a regional context that ushers in comprehensive peace based on an internationally agreed-upon 

terms of reference and the Arab Peace Initiative.  This is the only gateway that would enable us to 

deal more effectively with other challenges and threats. 

 

We discussed the situation in Lebanon, as the Secretary mentioned, and agreed that all efforts must 

be exerted to ensure that peace, stability, and security prevail, and that the constitutional process 

and deep-rooted political customs and traditions in Lebanon be fully respected by all parties, as this 

is the only way to maintain and preserve viability, stability, security, and peace.  Jordan 

unequivocally supports Lebanon‘s sovereignty, national cohesion, and independence, and stresses 

the importance of respecting the sovereignty fully and implementing the commitments and 

obligations made to Lebanon by the international community and vice versa.   

 

We also discussed our excellent bilateral relations and means to expand them.  I briefed the 

Secretary on the progress achieved by the government in implementing the comprehensive reform 

agenda of His Majesty King Abdullah II, including the fact that the new house – the lower house of 

parliament, which is the product of a fair and free general election, as attested to by U.S. and 

international observers, as the Secretary mentioned, who were invited to witness the elections. 

 

Now, the parliament is in place.  The reforms and their economic dimension are challenging and 

have social impacts, and we are attempting to do all we can to continue steadfastly in a political and 

economic reform agenda, while at the same time alleviating the economic hardships resulting from 

rising oil and food prices internationally which affect the Jordanian economy.  With the help of our 

friends here in the U.S. and in other parts of the world, we are steadfast in our political and 

economic reform agenda, and in alleviating and addressing the economic hardship that result from 

the economic situation around the world.   
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And we are, as always, committed to this, His Majesty is committed to this, and we are committed 

to continuing our dialogue and consultation with you at all times, Madam Secretary.  Thank you 

very much. 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Thank you, my friend.  

 

MR. CROWLEY:  Kirit Radia from ABC. 

 

QUESTION:  Thank you very much.  Madam Secretary, I‘d like to follow up on your opening 

statement on Egypt.  In Tunisia, the United States was quick to support the aspirations of the 

protestors.  Will the United States support the aspirations of the Egyptian protestors?  Mr. Minister, 

is Jordan worried about these protests spreading elsewhere in the region?  Madam Secretary, there 

are reports already that Egypt has shut down Twitter and Facebook.  Do you plan to bring this up 

with the Egyptian Government directly?   

 

And if I may stay in the region on behalf of a colleague and go a little further south – (laughter) – to 

Sudan, your meeting later today with the foreign minister of Sudan.  Is the United States ready at 

this point to take them off the terror list?  Thank you.  

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  I hope I‘m awake enough to remember all those questions.   

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  I remember mine. 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Good, good.  (Laughter.)   

 

Well, first, let me say clearly the United States supports the aspirations of all people for greater 

freedom, for self-government, for the rights to express themselves, to associate and assemble, to be 

part of the full, inclusive functioning of their society.  And of course, that includes the Egyptian 

people.  I think that what the President said last night in the State of the Union applies not only to 

Tunisia, not only to Egypt, but to everyone.  And we are particularly hopeful that the Egyptian 

Government will take this opportunity to implement political, economic, and social reforms that 

will answer the legitimate interests of the Egyptian people.  And we are committed, as we have 

been, to working toward that goal with Egyptian civil society, with the Egyptian Government, with 

the people of that great country.   

 

So I think then, we were going to you. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Thank you very much.  I think your question was:  Are we 

worried that these protests will spread?  I can‘t speak for other countries.  I can speak for Jordan, 

and I‘m happy to do so, and I‘ve addressed this issue publicly.   

 

In Jordan, we have economic hardships.  We have economic realities that we‘re dealing with.  We 

have a political and economic reform agenda that is initiated by His Majesty the King and that the 

government‘s trying to implement.  This, of course, comes with social considerations.  And yes, we 

are an importer of 90 – 96 percent of our energy.  We rely on imported goods.  And when there is a 

rise in oil prices internationally or a rise in food prices internationally, it affects all sectors in 

Jordan.  And the government is trying its best, through economic measures, to alleviate the hardship 

that the people of Jordan feel. 

 

While at the same time there is freedom of expression in Jordan, where protests dictate this and will 

probably happen every time there‘s an issue, but at least we in Jordan are proud of the fact that the 
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demonstrators demonstrate in an orderly way and have issues to have demonstrate against, and 

certainly their voices are heard.   

 

And I just want to say that we had a protest over fuel prices and food prices last Friday and the 

Friday before that.  And I think you‘ll all remember that last Friday the police was passing out 

water and juice to the demonstrators.  And demonstrators started at a certain time and ended at a 

certain time, and they had announced their demonstration well ahead of time, weeks before.   

 

So I think that we have to differentiate between economic hardship and – which we have in many 

countries around the world.  Jordan‘s not living in a bubble.  It‘s part and parcel of the fabric of 

these international economies – and between political stability, which we are blessed with in Jordan 

with the Hashemite leadership, His Majesty the King, who initiates reform from within, as I 

mentioned earlier.   

 

So I can speak for Jordan and I can tell you that we have economic realities that we have to deal 

with, but we have a political system, guided by His Majesty the King, that promotes freedom and 

openness and freedom of expression. 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  With respect to my meeting later this afternoon with the Sudanese 

foreign minister, I‘m very much looking forward to consulting with him about the progress that has 

been made to date.  The United States and many other nations were encouraged by the peaceful 

execution of the referendum in the South.  And we hope to continue working with the government 

in Khartoum on the remaining issues, which are many, in order to fully implement the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement, to finally resolve the status of Abyei, citizenship issues.  We are 

still very focused on the ongoing problems in Darfur.  So we have a full agenda of issues to discuss. 

 

MR. CROWLEY:  (Inaudible) from -- 

 

QUESTION:  Thank you, P.J.  Madam Secretary, you seem to imply that the Egyptian Government 

is capable of reforming itself and meeting the expectation of the people.  Yet the mood in the streets 

of Cairo today contrasts that, and people are demanding for radical change, removal of the 

government and President Mubarak not to nominate himself for another term.  Are you unsure of 

what‘s happening in Cairo? 

 

And if I may, you made a focus – the Israeli-Palestinian question a focus of this Administration.  

Yet the most important speech by the President last night seems to skip it, not to mention it by word 

even.  Are you giving up on the Israeli-Palestinian question? 

 

Very quickly, if I may – (laughter) – since I have – entitled the same rights as the Americans –   

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Yes, you do.  You do.  (Laughter.)  We believe in equal rights – 

(laughter) – for Jordanians, Americans, women, men.  We are in favor of equal rights, even for 

reporters.  (Laughter.) 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Please make sure my question is not as long as that one. 

(Laughter.) 

 

QUESTION:  No.  Very quickly – you talk about reigniting the process.  How do you propose to 

break the impasse? 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Reigniting? 
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QUESTION:  The Israeli-Palestinian –  

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Yeah, in the overall context of what we‘re talking about reigniting 

(inaudible).  (Laughter.) 

 

QUESTION:  Yeah, I picked the word.  

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Do you want to answer that and then I‘ll answer it?  (Laughter.) 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Reigniting the process? 

 

QUESTION:  Yeah.  How do --   

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Fine.   

 

QUESTION:  Thank you.   

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  With your position, Madam Secretary, I mean, I think that our 

discussions today centered on what we need to do collectively.  The current impasse in the peace 

process, like – I always use the expression ―Arab-Israeli conflict, at the core of which is the 

Palestinians, (inaudible).‖  The current impasse is very, very unsettling, and it has to be resolved.  

And I know that the Secretary has reassured me today that they are still committed.  We always say 

that the United States is not just a mediator or an honest broker; the United States is a full partner on 

this.   

 

And it has been said that – by President Obama, by the Secretary, by Senator Mitchell, whom I‘m 

seeing later on – that this is U.S. national interest.  This is not just a local or regional conflict.  This 

is a conflict that is loaded with global ramifications.  We‘ve said that before.  And it is U.S. national 

interest, just like it is the national interest of all the parties concerned, the stakeholders, to reach a 

solution to this lingering conflict.  The Palestinians are entitled to their state.  Israel and the whole 

region is entitled to security and stability.   

 

When we‘re talking about economic hardship, I think we also have to bear in mind that peace will 

usher in the opportunities that come with peace – economic opportunities, not just political peace, 

but an economic peace, an integration and reintegration of the whole region, and the vast potential 

that can be unleashed from this region.  Don‘t forget that the majority of the people who live in the 

Middle East are young, below the age of 30.  They need opportunities.  In this day and age, you 

refer to Twitter and Facebook, and I am on Twitter myself – (laughter) – as the diplo-babes know.  

(Laughter.)  Yeah, they are the diplo-babes, didn‘t you know that?  (Laughter.)  They see the 

opportunity -- 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Try to dig yourself out of that one.  (Laughter.) 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Well, they are.  (Laughter.)  They refer to themselves as -- 

 

QUESTION:  (Inaudible.) 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Yeah.  Oh, excellent. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Yeah.  (Laughter.) 
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Anyway, this is some – the situation where people see the opportunities all over the world and they 

want to have the same opportunities, so there are economic dividends of peace as well.  And I think 

the time has come to pool our efforts collectively to ensure that the next few weeks will see a 

resumption of negotiations according to international legitimacy, the parameters that we‘re all 

agreed on, and the Arab Peace Initiative, and the timeframes that we have announced. 

 

SECRETARY CLINTON:  Well, I would certainly second everything that Nasser just said.  With 

respect to the President‘s speech, there were many parts of the world not mentioned and many very 

serious issues that were not mentioned because, as you could tell from the content of the speech, it 

was very much focused on the American agenda and dealing with our own economic challenges – 

getting more jobs, growing the economy, innovating, educating, rebuilding; but make no mistake; 

we are absolutely committed to the process.  And we believe that a framework agreement that 

resolves the core issues not only remains possible, but necessary. 

 

And as the foreign minister said, he will be meeting later with George Mitchell.  We have a constant 

dialogue going on with many of our friends and partners in the region and around the world.  We 

remain committed to a two-state solution.  We are absolutely continuing our work.  I will be going 

to Munich a week from Saturday for a Quartet meeting that will be held where we will discuss the 

way forward toward our common goal.  So there is – from the top with President Obama and 

myself, all the way through this government, we remain absolutely committed and focused on what 

needs to be done. 

 

With respect to the Egyptian Government, I do think it‘s possible for there to be reforms, and that is 

what we are urging and calling for.  And it is something that I think everyone knows must be on the 

agenda of the government as they not just respond to the protest, but as they look beyond as to what 

needs to be done economically, socially, politically.  And there are a lot of very well informed, 

active civil society leaders in Egypt who have put forward specific ideas for reform, and we are 

encouraging and urging the Egyptian Government to be responsive to that. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER JUDEH:  Thank you very much. 

 

 

4. Obama Urges Americans to Meet 21st Century Challenges (01-25-2011) 
 

By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington — In the annual State of the Union address, President Obama urged American 

lawmakers to support innovative research and educational opportunities as a means of maintaining 

U.S. economic competitiveness and ensuring its progress in the 21st century. 

 

―This is our generation‘s Sputnik moment,‖ the president said January 25 in his address to a joint 

session of Congress. He was referring to the rapid American technological and scientific response 

that created the U.S. space program and new economic opportunities after the Soviet Union 

launched the first satellite into space in 1957. As a result of its quick mobilization, the United States 

became the first nation to put a man on the moon in 1969. 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/usg-english/2011/January/20110125220807nehpets0.6531183.html&distid=ucs
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Obama referred to dramatic educational and research advances in countries like China and India, 

and said that he would ask Congress to fund programs in clean energy technology, biomedical 

research and information technology to help strengthen U.S. security, protect the environment and 

create new jobs in the United States. 

 

To help pay for his proposed initiatives, Obama called on lawmakers to eliminate billions of dollars 

in current subsidies to American oil companies.  ―Instead of subsidizing yesterday‘s energy, let‘s 

invest in tomorrow‘s,‖ he said. 

 

To help reduce the estimated $1.3 trillion federal budget deficit, the president also proposed a five-

year freeze on domestic spending that he estimated would save more than $400 billion over the next 

ten years. 

 

The president also said U.S. exports have increased and recent trade deals with India, China and 

South Korea will support thousands of American jobs. The United States will enforce its trade 

deals, he said, and will pursue new agreements with Panama and Colombia, as well as continue its 

Asia Pacific and global trade talks. 

 

Obama said American leadership and global standing have been renewed. In August 2010, the 

United States fulfilled its promise to end all combat missions in Iraq. In addition, security control in 

Afghanistan is transitioning to Afghan forces. Fewer Afghans now live under control of the Taliban 

insurgency and in July, ―we will begin to bring our troops home,‖ Obama said. 

 

Terrorist safe havens in Pakistan and elsewhere are shrinking, he said, and pledged that the United 

States will not waver in its struggle against al-Qaida and other extremist groups. 

 

Thanks to the new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with Russia (New START), ―far fewer nuclear 

weapons and launchers will be deployed,‖ and the United States is leading efforts to secure nuclear 

materials around the world to prevent them from being obtained by extremists, he said. 

 

The president cited U.S. assistance to southern Sudanese, who were able to freely vote for their self-

determination earlier in January after years of war, and acknowledged the ―same desire to be free‖ 

in Tunisia, where popular protests proved to be ―more powerful than the writ of a dictator.‖ 

 

The United States ―stands with the people of Tunisia, and supports the democratic aspirations of all 

people,‖ he said. 

 

He urged Congress to enact immigration reforms that would protect U.S. borders and enforce its 

laws against illegal immigrants while addressing the status of millions of undocumented workers 

who are already inside the country. Others come to study in U.S. universities and are forced to 

return home once their studies are complete, he said. 

 

―Let‘s stop expelling talented, responsible young people who could be staffing our research labs, or 

starting a new business, who could be further enriching this nation,‖ Obama said. 

 

OBAMA FACES DIVIDED GOVERNMENT 

 

The speech marked Obama‘s second official State of the Union address, and came after his 

Democratic Party lost its majority in the House of Representatives and found its control of the 

Senate narrowed due to the 2010 midterm elections. The U.S. Constitution requires the president to 
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periodically inform the Congress on ―information of the state of the union,‖ and to recommend 

―measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient‖ for their consideration. 

 

The constitutional requirement has become an annual televised address to the Congress, members of 

the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. military leaders, and other invited guests in which the president offers 

an assessment of the current condition of the United States and his vision for the nation‘s future. 

Obama will follow up on the speech by sending Congress a proposed budget for the 2012 fiscal 

year in which he will offer further details on his vision by specifying his spending priorities. 

 

Along with expected increased partisan division in the Congress, Obama‘s 2011 State of the Union 

speech was also influenced by the January 8 shooting of Arizona Representative Gabrielle Giffords 

in a Tucson, Arizona, attack that killed six people and critically injured Giffords. Joining first lady 

Michelle Obama at the speech were Daniel Hernandez, a legislative intern who aided the 

congresswoman, as well as the parents of 9-year-old victim Christina Taylor Green, and Dr. Peter 

Rhee, who treated Giffords. 

 

In a break from earlier State of the Union speeches, more than two dozen members of Congress 

chose to forgo the traditional segregated political party seating in the House chamber and sat 

together as a symbol of political civility following the Tucson shootings. 

 

 

5. Obama Condemns “Outrageous” Moscow Attack (01-24-2011) 
 

By MacKenzie C. Babb 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington – President Obama strongly condemned the bombing of Moscow‘s busiest airport, 

calling the attack an ―outrageous act of terrorism against the Russian people.‖  

 

―I want to express the solidarity of the American people with the Russian people in the aftermath of 

this premeditated attack against innocent civilians. Michelle and I offer our deepest condolences to 

the Russian people, who have suffered greatly at the hands of terrorism,‖ Obama said in a statement 

January 24 delivered by White House spokesman Robert Gibbs.  

 

Russian news sources report at least 35 people were killed and more than 152 wounded in the attack 

on Domodedovo Airport January 24.  

 

―Our thoughts are with the families of the victims and we are praying for a successful recovery for 

all of those who were injured,‖ Obama said. 

 

Gibbs added the United States stands ready to provide ―any assistance that the government of 

Russia needs or wants.‖  

 

Russian President Dmitry Medvedev said the bombing was a terror attack, and according to the RIA 

Novosti state news agency, law enforcement officials suspect the explosion was caused by a suicide 

bomber. No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack  

 

Medvedev called for ―every investigative action‖ to be taken to ―quickly collect evidence and ... 

accomplish the investigation,‖ according to a statement on Medvedev‘s website. He said he has 

increased security at airports and other transport hubs across the country. 

 

http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-english/2011/January/20110124164321eiznekcam0.2140924.html&distid=ucs
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Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton offered her sympathy and support to Russians ―in this 

moment of sorrow.‖  

 

―The United States condemns terrorism and all forms of violence against the innocent, wherever it 

occurs. We stand with the victims of these crimes and we will continue to work with the 

international community to combat violent extremism that threatens peace-loving people 

everywhere,‖ she said in a January 24 statement. 

 

Clinton said the United States ―remains ready to support the Russian government as it seeks to bring 

these perpetrators to justice.‖ 

 

 

6. Ambassador Rice at U.N. Debate on Post-Conflict Peacebuilding (01-21-2011) 
 

Remarks by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations, at an 

Open Security Council Debate on Post-Conflict Peacebuilding and Institution-Building, January 21, 

2011 

 

Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Secretary-General, Deputy Prime Minister Guterres, and 

Ambassador Wittig, thank you all for your very thoughtful briefings today.  

 

Mr. President, the only way to truly end a war is to successfully build a peace. Old embers left to 

smolder can ignite into new flames. Old weaknesses left to languish can summon new risks. So we 

face an important challenge here today: to sharpen all the tools at our disposal to do an essential job 

better.  

 

We meet today at the initiative of our colleague from Bosnia and Herzegovina, who has rightly 

drawn this Council‘s attention to our topic today. This is fitting: countries that have themselves 

endured and overcome the horrors of war are particularly suited to provide leadership—leadership 

that rests on hard-won wisdom. In 1995, the Dayton Peace Accords ended a shattering conflict that 

claimed more than 100,000 lives and drove more than 2 million people from their homes. Through 

more than 15 years of dedicated effort, Bosnia and Herzegovina has built up national governmental 

institutions one by one and made them stronger and more effective, from the Ministry of Defense to 

the customs service, the tax agency, and the Central Bank.  

 

The UN, together with a wide range of other actors, has been involved with helping post-conflict 

countries grapple with their most pressing needs for more than 20 years now. And virtually every 

conflict-wracked country currently on the agenda of this Council—from Haiti to Liberia to Sudan to 

Afghanistan—seeks effective international assistance to rebuild its institutions. We have learned 

important lessons over the past two decades in this field, but we also have work to do in putting 

them into practice.  

 

We all agree that national ownership of the processes of rebuilding and renewal is indispensable, 

but we still struggle to assist fragile post-conflict governments so that they can set and implement 

their own priorities. We recognize that women need to play a more active role in peacebuilding, but 

we still lag in ensuring that women have an equitable stake in making post-conflict decisions and a 

full voice in running key institutions. We know that the sustainability of a peace process often 

hinges on strengthening key national institutions, but we still grapple with how best to mobilize 

effective and timely international assistance in such vital areas as the rule of law and security 

sectors.  

 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2011/January/20110121115815su0.7074963.html&distid=ucs
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Fortunately, we have collectively acknowledged the challenges and resolved to make headway on 

them in the year ahead. For example, we have turned to the Peacebuilding Commission to help the 

democratically-elected government of Liberia extend state authority beyond Monrovia by 

establishing regional hubs that will help deliver fair and timely justice in rural communities and 

make trained police and magistrates more accessible to the population as a whole. We have 

established new mechanisms and pledged considerable financial assistance to help Haiti consolidate 

impressive progress it has made since the terrible earthquake struck a little more than a year ago. 

But, as many of us said in the Council yesterday, Haiti will continue to face steep challenges unless 

the international commitment to recovery remains strong and sustained and unless all parties 

redouble their efforts to strengthen Haiti‘s critical governing institutions. The country‘s recovery 

depends on its ability to find a way to move ahead even amid complex challenges, including the 

continuing turmoil surrounding the November 2010 election.  

 

The effectiveness of international assistance to institution-building in Liberia, Haiti and other 

countries emerging from conflict depends on the United Nations and other multilateral and bilateral 

actors being able to quickly identify and deploy qualified civilian expertise. We therefore look 

forward in the coming weeks to the findings of the International Review of Civilian Capacity. We 

appreciate the briefings to the membership by the Senior Advisory Group, and we hope the review 

will emphasize the question of core national capacities in post-conflict states. We look forward to 

reviewing specific proposals to make the UN‘s own civilian capacities more timely, relevant, and 

flexible — and more open to deeper partnerships. Our approach to this review will be guided by our 

own recent national efforts, as laid out in my government‘s first Quadrennial Diplomacy and 

Development Review. We continue to value the Secretary-General‘s ongoing efforts to make UN 

field missions more effective — particularly his work to ensure that the top leaders of missions are 

selected carefully and held accountable.  

 

Mr. President, this session is a timely reminder of how essential the work of peacebuilding and 

institution-building is. There are no easy solutions for societies recovering from conflict, but we 

must persist in working together to try to craft and implement the specific solutions that each post-

conflict society needs. Nothing less than international peace and security hangs in the balance.  

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

 


